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Abstract A new subspecies of Helcyra celebensis Martin, 1913 is described from Buton Island. 
This subspecies is intermediate in appearance between Helcyra celebensis celebensis and H. 
celebensis fabulose. 
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Helcyra celebensis Martin, 1913 occurs in Celebes (Sulawesi) and one of its adjacent islands, 
Peleng (Tsukada, 1991; Masui and Inomata, 1992). Tsukada (1991) subdivided this species 
into three subspecies and described two new subspecies, namely, fabulose from Peleng I. and 
australis from the southern part of the mainland of Celebes, limiting the nominotypical 
subspecies to the northern Celebes population. In the author’s observation, however, there 
is no reasonable basis for dividing the populations of the mainland of Celebes into two 
subspecies, and the author, therefore, treats these taxa as two subspecies, celebensis for the 
mainland of Celebes and fabulose for Peleng I., by sinking australis as a junior synonym of 
the nominotypical subspecies (syn. noy.). Ssp. fabulose is a very remarkable population in 
having an extremely darkened upper surface of the wings compared with celebensis, although 
the basic wing patterns can be considered as identical. Very recently the author obtained a 
short series of specimens of this species from Buton I. located southeast of Celebes. Through 
his examination, the Buton specimens prove to represent a distinct subspecies which exhibits 
an intermediate wing pattern between the above-mentioned two subspecies as described 
below. 


Helcyra celebensis semifusca subsp. nov. (Figs 1-2) 


J$. Length of forewing 37 mm in male, 38 mm in female, nearly the same as celebensis 
and fabulose. Upperside of forewing with the marginal darkened part expanding inwards 
some millimeters more than in celebensis. Underside of forewing similar to fabulose in that 
the row of orange spots and its dark inner margin are clear. Hindwing with same features 
as in forewing in both upper- and undersides. 


Holotype. g, Buton Island, SE. Sulawesi, Indonesia, xi. 1998. Paratypes. 2 $, Buton 
Island, SE. Sulawesi, Indonesia, iv. 1998. All the type specimens are for the time being 
preserved in the author’s collection. 


Buton Island is not located between the mainland of Celebes and Pelen Island geographically, 
although semifusca subsp. nov. is concluded to be a subspecies showing an intermediate facies 
between celebensis from Celebes and fabulose from Pelen Island. By adding the present new 
subspecies, Helcyra celebensis is arranged as follows. 
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Figs 1-6. Helcyra celebensis subspp. 1-2. H. c. semifusca subsp. nov., ButonI. (1: 3, 
holotype, 2: ?, paratype). 3-4. H. c. celebensis Martin, Palu (3: 4, 4: 2). 5-6. H. 
c. fabulose Tsukada, Peleng I. (5: 7, 6: #). 
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Helcyra celebensis Martin, 1913 


Helcyra celebensis celebensis Martin, 1913 (Figs 3-4) 


Helcyra hemina celebensis Martin, 1913, Dt. ent. Z. Iris 27: 109. 

Helcyra celebensis: Fruhstorfer, 1913, in Seitz, Grog-Schmetterl. Erde 9: 711; Martin, 1924, Tijdschr. 
Ent. 67: 102. 

Helcyra chionippe celebensis: Stichel, 1938, in Bryk, Lepid. Cat. 86: 301. 

Helcyra celebensis celebensis: Tsukada, 1991, in Tsukada, Butterflies S. E. Asian Isls 5 (2): 454, pl. 143. 

Helcyra celebensis australis Tsukada, 1991, in Tsukada, Butterflies S. E. Asian Isls 5 (2): 454, pl. 143. Syn. 
nov. 


Helcyra celebensis fabulose Tsukada, 1991 (Figs 5-6) 


Helcyra celebensis fabulose Tsukada, 1991, in Tsukada, Butterflies S. E. Asian Isls 5 (2): 454, pl. 144. 


Helcyra celebensis semifusca Masui, 1999 (Figs 1-2) 
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AYPAYT, TRY BEBUCVRAY USF VOR HE HBR) 


wZYUAAYUYF  Helcyra celebensis \WECVRABLRUY BIDAR SHNA. BOAR Cid, 
ZKENOD (AE tz FB, celebensis & fabulose ZRD AOWA LETT A. 


CCR, BRE eUAABOMR Ices 4 Buton BHO Helcyra celebensis AFL EEZ, E 
EU 2 FAREO PRIA BEAL ARTE A CL DSEIHAL IOC, FMA re. 
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